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The View from Dacia Boulevard, Director's notes

I am not quite sure of the protocol for how long it can be in 
January before it is bad form to say "Happy New Year" but I am 
going to do it anywhere as we start 2024 and a new semester 2 at 
Heritage. So I wish all our Heritage community a wonderful new 
year ahead and let us hope this one is prosperous, full of 
opportunity and success but above all peaceful. I started the new 
semester back in the UK as I had the privilege of visiting schools in 
the historic city of Liverpool with our partners, the Global School 
Alliance, and our COBIS sister school in Kyiv, the British 
International School of Ukraine.  We discussed the projects we will 
work on in the new year and how despite two years of an awful and 
senseless war on the people of Ukraine this February, we will 
continue to support the inspirational work of keeping education 
and learning continuing in Ukraine as the ultimate symbol of hope 
and the future.

Our new semester got underway with the cold winter and the snow storms of the first week back 
across Moldova and I want to thank everyone for their patience and support as we coped with the 
disruption. The second week back sees the Cambridge AS and A Level students undertaking their 
mocks and I know that a number of Grade 12s already have their university offers for the next 
academic year to work towards over the next few months. IGCSE2 are also turning into the final 
stretch as they look at their Post 16 options and A Levels with us in our Lyceum or whether they are 
more suited for study locally. The new year got underway with the honour of the new UK Ambassador 
to Moldova, HE Fern Horine, visiting Heritage on Tuesday and the 8E Global Perspectives class as 
part of talking about life as a diplomat. We are working together in partnership looking at more 
educational opportunities between the UK Embassy and Heritage going forward. Next week, we 
welcome the Minister of Education, Mr. Dan Perciun and his team to Heritage as we support his 
national education modernisation agenda. These are exciting times for our school and country.

On the subject of exciting news, I want to congratulate Mrs. Tatiana Popa, our Deputy Academic 
Director, for the outstanding and very deserved accolade of being named by the prestigious ISC 
Research as one of the top 20 international education influencers and "edrupters".  Anyone who 
knows Mrs. Tatiana and her work in education as a teacher, school leader, global educator, knows 
how much this recognises her talents and influence that goes way beyond Moldova in international 
education. We are really proud of Mrs. Tatiana from Heritage. On a final note, I want to say thank 
you to the school community, including parent Dr. Suzie O'Connell, Governor, Mr. John Rolfe MBE, 
Student President, Miss.  Sabina Turcan and Mrs, Tatiana Popa, and others, for their nomination of 
me in the inaugural TES International Principal/Headteacher of the Year awards 2024.  I am proud 
to say I have been shortlisted and it is a complete honour that recognises all the hard work of 
everyone at Heritage from our Founders to our students. A wonderful professional privilege to start 
the new year and the winner is announced in April in London. 

My thanks to Mrs.Inga and the team for allowing me to work back in the UK this week. I am looking 
forward to seeing everyone at the school gate in a cold Chisinau on Monday. Enjoy the new format 
IHH newsletter and have a wonderful new year and 2024 ahead. Stay warm. 

Rob Ford,
CEO & Director 
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Heritage in the Wider World

We are very happy to announce our principal Rob Ford was shortlisted for the 
prestigious International TES Awards, in the Principal of the Year category!

Rob has worked hard all his life to serve school communities, and we are very lucky to 
have him at Heritage for the 5th year, to lead our international school with tenacity 
and skill!

Rob, we are grateful for all your support and guidance in our daily work! 
Well done! Congratulations!

1. Tes Awards

Watch the videos here

Many thanks to those who wrote references for it: John Rolfe 
(governor), Sabina Turcan (student), Suzanne O'Connell 
(parent) and Tatiana Popa for filling in the application. This 
competition is very tough and we are very honoured to have Rob 
in the finalists, and he totally deserves this!

It seems that our students were the happiest with the news and they recorded some 
videos: to announce Mr Ford, and to send him their congratulations for this 
achievement.
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https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/10LyCBcB3OkEMZKKn7HZ0UVGM1oeA44_x?usp=sharing


View all materials at the link:

Heritage in the Wider World

On the 9th of January, ISC Research announced the Edruptors (Global education 
influencers) for 2023. To our surprise and pleasure, our Deputy Academic Director, Ms 
Tatiana Popa, was among them. She got in the Top 20! 

We are really pleased for Tatiana. This is not her first time getting in this top. When 
they launched this top in 2021, Tatiana got also in it. Back then there were 75 people, 
and Tatiana was placed 58th. This year, she is one of 20 people in the world to be 
nominated. This report reflects the people in education who share interesting 
information on Linkedin and X (former Twitter) and their posts are impactful in the 
field of education, travelling long distances and being viewed and reshared by many 
people worldwide.

2. Edruptors of 2023

This year, Tatiana Popa is 
one of the 20 people in the 
world to be nominated.

More details here
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https://iscresearch.com/reports/edruptors2023/


Heritage in the Wider World

Due to the fact that Tatiana Popa got in the news, many media outlets want to 
interview her.

As a result, she spoke in several TV shows and, together with students and staff, she 
was interviewed,too.

3. Heritage media coverage as a result of getting in TOP 20 
Edruptors for 2023

On Friday, 12th of January.

1. Moldova 1 at their studio:

On Friday, 12th of January.

2. Vocea Basarabiei (evening 
news from min 19 till 22)

On Tuesday, January 16th, Tatiana was invited 
to the TV show "Te salută Vocea Basarabiei". 
You can watch the recording here

Look at this post on Facebook

More details here

More details here
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https://www.facebook.com/share/v/tE2Qobuc6mWiNdNo/?mibextid=WC7FNe
https://voceabasarabiei.md/video-stirile-serii-prezentate-de-nicoleta-toaca-118/
https://www.facebook.com/share/v/2ADwzLpJDZzqx4L8/?mibextid=WC7FNe


Heritage in the Wider World

On Wednesday, January 17th, on the occasion of the World Diplomacy Day, Her 
Excellency Fern Horine, the British Ambassador to Moldova, visited the Heritage 
school, to talk to our students about diplomacy and thus to mark the 32 years of 
partnership and bilateral cooperation between Moldova and the United Kingdom. Her 
Excellency spoke about her career, her student years, the countries she worked in and 
visited, but also the importance of speaking many languages and of being a curious 
mind. What an excellent way to celebrate the day!

4. Fern Horine, the British Ambassador to Moldova has visited Heritage

See more pictures here

We are looking forward to more 
collaboration with the British Embassy in 
the upcoming months!
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https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1-KtFo92Fs-qbatlSuAIlqd96s8uoBF6n


Articles/Stories of Interest:

Ideas for How Taylor 
Swift Can Harness Her 
Powers for Good | The 
New Yorker; 

link

1
How to Use 
Social Media 
Less | TIME

link

2
A groundbreaking study 
shows kids learn better on 
paper, not screens. Now 
what? | US education | 
The Guardian

link

3

From birch-tree juice to 
Christmas bread, our 
food tells the story of who 
we are | Paula Erizanu | 
The Guardian

link

4
'One Life' Review: 
Anthony Hopkins 
Portrays the 'British 
Schindler'

link

5
Which Lunar New Year 
animal are you like? 
Learn about the animals 
that inspired the Chinese 
zodiac signs

link

6

'The Holdovers' Review: 
Three Sad Souls Stranded 
for Christmas; 

link

7
FT writers' 
predictions for the 
world in 2024

link

8
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https://www.newyorker.com/humor/daily-shouts/ideas-for-how-taylor-swift-can-harness-her-powers-for-good
https://time.com/6554322/how-to-use-social-media-less/
https://www.theguardian.com/lifeandstyle/2024/jan/17/kids-reading-better-paper-vs-screen
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2023/dec/25/moldova-christmas-food-mother-recipes-past
https://variety.com/2023/film/reviews/one-life-review-anthony-hopkins-1235719982/
https://kids.nationalgeographic.com/celebrations/article/which-chinese-new-year-animal-are-you-like
https://www.nytimes.com/2023/10/26/movies/the-holdovers-review-alexander-payne.html
https://www.ft.com/content/7eef99e6-6bd5-4e84-85c1-ec77cc0671af


The Heritage 10 Golden Rules

We want everyone to enjoy Heritage International School and have a successful, 
fulfilling, and rewarding academic year.  To all those joining us for the first time 
and those who come to regular school at Heritage, we are all members of 
Heritage for the time we are here and we all follow the same code of respect to 
ensure everyone is kept safe and we enjoy our school.

1) We listen to & respect those looking after us, and teaching us, and always follow
their instructions.

2) We respect and look after each other as students of Heritage. We are a caring
community.

3) If unsure, we ask one of our teachers or support staff.

4) We are always aware of being safe, especially around physical & practical
activities

5) The way we speak to each other and the words we use are the right ones

6) If someone is not well or unhappy, we let one of the adults looking after us know

7) We make sure we have the right clothes and equipment for each day.

8) We make sure we are on time and if we are late we make sure people looking after
us know.

9) We are responsible for our behaviour as a student of Heritage.

10) We make sure we engage in our learning, grow in our knowledge and
understanding, achieve our best and potential, be contributing and valued
members of our community, and get the most out of our school opportunities.
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News from Primary

National Culture Day in School Starter:

See more pictures here 10

https://drive.google.com/drive/u/1/folders/10FcpfofiklGqVU5s1n4Twqy5p_Om4v2Z?fbclid=IwAR0UscuUdL50vHfBGpL1yxXMdR-eZ0YPttoB6yCdtlAnKCWIcKcSzVPTwFc


News from Primary

Primary National Culture Day
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News from Primary

2E National Culture Day
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News from Primary

Science in 4E
Exploring with states of matter using the particles model and how solids behave as 
liquids.

See more pictures here 13

https://drive.google.com/drive/u/1/folders/1W8C2Vs8s3eSSQunBFu_tu-Png37edKQt?fbclid=IwAR0UscuUdL50vHfBGpL1yxXMdR-eZ0YPttoB6yCdtlAnKCWIcKcSzVPTwFc


News from Primary

Primary Student Council
In the second semester, the members of the Primary Student Council have set out to be 
more active with more actions, with more students involved. At today's meeting they 
planned this month's events. 

14



News from Primary

International Snowman's Day activity in 2A 
Second graders made snowmen, recited poems and shared the collection of winter 
legends.
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News from Primary

During the National Culture Week, students of Cambridge classes recited Mihai 
Eminescu's poems in Romanian language classes.

3E students created wonderful illustration of the poem
"Sleepy birds" by Mihai Eminescu.

16



News from Primary

Snowman Day in 2A
2A students visited School Starter groups to recite the Snowman poem and celebrate 
the Snowman Day, we learn and grow together!
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News from Gymnasium/Secondary:

National Culture Day

6E field trip to Carturesti MallDova

Best Day Ever Alert! 

Our 6E class visited Carturesti's fantastic book world on an exciting educational  field trip! The 
shelves were full with goodies, and guess what we found? Our class unanimously chose Percy 
Jackson and the Lightning Thief! We went to Cineplex Mall with our new book friends! The 
huge screen filled with laughter, adventure, and maybe gasps.  We were transported to a world 
of imagination and fellowship today; it was more than simply a field trip. From mythical beings 
to magical moments in movies, we saw it all! 

On National Culture Day, secondary school students were glad to share with primary 
schoolmates their thoughts about real beauty and patriotism. They talked to the little 
ones about Mihai Eminescu's childhood, involving them in various knowledge activities.

What an amazing experience!
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News from the Lyceum

Getting ready for practical exams about osmosis
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Cambridge Mock Exams & Checkpoints

MOCK EXAMS 1 for Lyceum AS & A Level CLASSES

Mock Exams for AS (11Es) and A Level (12Es) Classes started from Monday 15 January 
2024 and end  on 26th January 2024.

Here is the schedule for AS & A Level Mock Exams for the June 2024 exams series.. 

GCE AS Level Mock Exams 1 Timetable (15 - 26 January 2024)

Exam Date
Expected Exam 

Start / Finish 
Time

Syllabus Title Syllabus Code
Expected 

Number of 
Students

Venue

Mon-15-Jan-2024 10:25 - 12:05 History 9489 6 L-201

Mon-15-Jan-2024 12:15 - 13:50 Art and Design 9479 3 L-205

Tue-16-Jan-2024 8:30 - 11:10 Mathematics 9709 22 L-101

Tue-16-Jan-2024 11:20- 13:50 Psychology 9990 11 L-207

Wed-17-Jan-2024 8:30 - 10:05 Economics 9708 7 L-206

Wed-17-Jan-2024 14:00-17:00 Art and Design 9479 3 L-205

Thu-18-Jan-2024 8:30 - 11:10 Biology 9700 12 L-202

Thu-18-Jan-2024 14:00-16:00 Geography 9696 7 L-201

Fri-19-Jan-2024 10:25 - 13:00 English General 
Paper 8021 15 L-104

Fri-19-Jan-2024 10:25 - 13:00 German 8683 7 L-202

Fri-19-Jan-2024 13:05 - 14:45 Computer science 9618 9 L-202

Mon-22-Jan-2024 12:15 - 13:50 Art and Design 9479 3 L-205

Mon-22-Jan-2024 15:15 - 17:00 Chemistry 9701 8 L-203

Tue-23-Jan-2024 11:20 - 13:00 Physics 9702 8 L-102

Tue-23-Jan-2024 14:00 - 17:00 Business 9609 6 L-104

Wed-24-Jan-2024 8:30 - 10:05 AS LAW 9084 5 L-104

Wed-24-Jan-2024 14:00 - 17:00 Art and Design 9479 3 L-205

Thu-25-Jan-2024 No Exam

Thu-25-Jan-2024 14:00 - 17:00 Art and Design 9479 3 L-205

Fri-26-Jan-2024 10:25-13:00 English Language 9093 6 L-102
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Cambridge Mock Exams & Checkpoints

GCE A Level Mock Exams 1 Timetable (15 - 25 January 2024)

Exam Date
Expected Exam 

Start / Finish 
Time

Syllabus Title Syllabus Code
Expected 

Number of 
Students

Venue

Mon-15-Jan-2024 8:30 - 10:05 Computer 
Science 9618 7 L-207

Mon-15-Jan-2024 10:25 - 13:00 Economics 9708 8 L-206

Tue-16-Jan-2024 8:30 - 10:05 Geography 9696 9 L-201

Tue-16-Jan-2024 13:00 - 14:45 Business 9609 22 L-206

Wed-17-Jan-2024 10:25 - 13:00 Biology 9700 10 L-202

Wed-17-Jan-2024 14:00 - 17:00 Art and Design 9479 8 L-205

Thu-18-Jan-2024 8:30 - 11:10 Psychology 9990 16 L-207

Thu-18-Jan-2024 11:20 - 13:50 Mathematics 9709 20 L-101

Fri-19-Jan-2024 8:30 - 10:05 A Level Law 9084 9 L-104

Fri-19-Jan-2024 10:25 - 13:00 Chemistry 9701 8 L-203

Mon-22-Jan-2024 10:25 - 13:00 Art and Design 9479 8 L-205

Mon-22-Jan-2024 13:05-16:00 English Language 9093 8 L-102

Tue-23-Jan-2024 11:20 - 13:00 Sociology 9699 9 L-104

Wed-24-Jan-2024 13:05 - 17:00 Art and Design 9479 8 L-205

Thu-25-Jan-2024 8:30-11:10 Physics 9702 5 L-102

Thu-25-Jan-2024 11:20 - 13:50 Literature in 
English 9695 3 L-203

Wed-17-Jan-2024 10:25 - 13:00 Biology 9700 10 L-202

Wed-17-Jan-2024 14:00 - 17:00 Art and Design 9479 8 L-205

Thu-18-Jan-2024 8:30 - 11:10 Psychology 9990 16 L-207

Thu-18-Jan-2024 11:20 - 13:50 Mathematics 9709 20 L-101

Timetable of General Qualifications of IGCSE/ GCE AS & A Level:
Please find below the link of Cambridge International General Qualifications of IGCSE Exams 
Timetable for the June 2024 series. 

More details here

21

https://www.cambridgeinternational.org/Images/638137-june-2024-zone-3-time-table.pdf


Cambridge Mock Exams & Checkpoints

Tests Series: May 2024

Exam Timetable of Cambridge International Primary Checkpoint - Year: 6E

Date Session Start 
Time Cambridge Primary (Y6E) Duration

9 April
(Tue)

AM 9:00 AM Cambridge Primary English (1958)
Paper 1: Written test (non-fiction) 60 minutes

PM 12:00 PM Cambridge Primary English (1958)
Paper 2: Written test (fiction) 60 minutes

10 April (Wed)
AM 9:00 AM Cambridge Primary Maths (1996)

Paper 1: Written test (Non-calculator) 45 minutes

PM 12:00 PM Cambridge Primary Maths (1996)
Paper 2: Written test (with calculator) 45 minutes

11 April
(Thu)

AM 9:00 AM Cambridge Primary Science (1997)
Paper 1 35 minutes

PM 12:00 PM Cambridge Primary Science (1997)
Paper 2 35 minutes

Tests Series: May 2024

Exam Timetable
Cambridge International Lower Secondary Checkpoint - Years: 8A and 8B

Date Session Start 
Time Cambridge Primary  (Y8A/B) Duration

8 April (Mon) AM 9:00 AM
Cambridge Lower Secondary English as a 
Second Language (0876)
Paper 2: Listening

approx. 35 minutes

10 April
(Tue)

AM 9:00 AM
Cambridge Lower Secondary English as a 
Second Language (0876)
Paper 1: Reading and Usage

45 minutes

PM 12:00 PM
Cambridge Lower Secondary English as a 
Second Language (0876)
Paper 3: Writing

40 minutes

11 April (Wed)

AM 9:00 AM
Cambridge Lower Secondary Mathematics 
(0862)
Paper 1: Written test (Non-calculator)

60 minutes

PM 12:00 PM
Cambridge Lower Secondary Mathematics 
(0862)
Paper 2: Written test (with calculator)

60 minutes

12 April
(Thu)

AM 9:00 AM Cambridge Lower Secondary Science (0893)
Paper 1 45 minutes

PM 12:00 PM Cambridge Lower Secondary Science (0893)
Paper 2 45 minutes
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Cambridge Mock Exams & Checkpoints

Tests Series: May 2024

Exam Timetable
Cambridge International Lower Secondary Checkpoint Test - Year 9E

Date Session Start 
Time Cambridge Primary  (Y8A/B) Duration

9 April
(Tue)

AM 9:00 AM Cambridge Lower Secondary English (0861)
Paper 1: Written test (non-fiction) 1 hour and 10 minutes

PM 12:00 PM Cambridge Lower Secondary English (0861)
Paper 2: Written test (fiction) 1 hour and 10 minutes

10 April (Wed)

AM 9:00 AM
Cambridge Lower Secondary Mathematics 
(0862)
Paper 1: Written test (Non-calculator)

60 minutes

PM 12:00 PM
Cambridge Lower Secondary Mathematics 
(0862)
Paper 2: Written test (with calculator)

60 minutes

11 April
(Thu)

AM 9:00 AM Cambridge Lower Secondary Science (0893)
Paper 1 45 minutes

PM 12:00 PM Cambridge Lower Secondary Science (0893)
Paper 2 45 minutes

For further information about Cambridge International 
Programmes and Qualifications, please visit the website link
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https://www.cambridgeinternational.org/about-us/what-we-do/facts-and-figures/


Global Education

On Thursday, 18th of January, Tatiana had the ProTV filming crew at her Global Perspectives lesson, 
and the brave 7E students gave lots of interviews, after an excellent lesson, where our learners showed 
their best and made their teacher and school proud.

The interviews will appear at the ProTV evening news this weekend.

Global Perspectives lesson on ProTV channel
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Student Leadership

Our student leaders who are members of the Global School Alliance Student Council attended the 
monthly meeting on Thursday. Each team presented their work on SDG 16 and SDG 4. The session 
was moderated by Sabina Turcan, the President of the GSA Student Council. The students were 
announced about the winning logo to represent the council and they all enjoyed the shared 
information from all schools. Also, the students planned the activities for the next meeting. 

Well done to our student leaders, representing the Heritage school and our country Moldova!

Heritage Globe
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https://sites.google.com/heritage.md/heritage-globe/


Heritage Creativity

The School Starter students explored the sounds of music, listened to the bells and used them for a 
musical performance.

See more pictures here 26

https://drive.google.com/drive/u/1/folders/1pxx5EUdPPQEGCoQXmXoYj1XBmRBKPTn0?fbclid=IwAR0UscuUdL50vHfBGpL1yxXMdR-eZ0YPttoB6yCdtlAnKCWIcKcSzVPTwFc


Sports. Clubs and Activities

Architecture Club: 



Sports. Clubs and Activities

Basketball Game:
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Action for Happiness Calendar 
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23rd January 2024 International Handwriting Day 6th February 2024 Safer Internet Day

23rd-26th January 
2024 Arts Week   9-11 February 2024 COBIS Music Festival 

25th January 2024 Talent Hunt Primary School 9h February 2024 “A Level” Mindset Day

26th January 2024 Talent Hunt Secondary School 12th -16th February 
2024 Literature week

27th January 2024 Holocaust Remembrance Day 16th February 2024 Readers Cup 

1st February 2024 World Read Aloud Day

Key Dates

See the Academic Calendar here

https://www.heritage.md/en/learning/academic-calendar


School Improvement Priorities Headlines 2023-24
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MAIN 
CONTACTS

Social Media:

31

facebook

instagram

twitter

linkedIn

Contact us: 

+373 620 222 10

Back copies of the 
International Heritage Herald 
can be found on our website: 
https://www.heritage.md/en/s
chool/heritage-herald

Director:
director@heritage.md

Academic/Secondary School
inga.chiosa@heritage.md

Primary School:
bujag.adriana@heritage.md

Hybrid Learning Coordinator:
tatiana.popa@heritage.md

Transportation service:
transport@heritage.md

Catering services:
meals@hertage.md

Admission:
admission@heritage.md

Exam officer:
shabbir.anjum@heritage.md

Pastoral Care:
larisa.mirza@heritage.md

Cambridge Secondary Coordinator: 
shabbir.anjum@heritage.md

National Secondary Coordinator:
livia.state@heritage.md

Head of Lyceum:
dorina.calinovscaia@heritage.md

Absences:
school.absences@heritage.md

Governors:
governorsclerk@heritage.md

English language courses for children and adults: 
language.academy@heritage.md

https://www.facebook.com/heritage.moldova/
https://www.instagram.com/heritagemoldova/
https://twitter.com/his_moldova
https://md.linkedin.com/company/heritage-international-school-of-chisinau
mailto:director@heritage.md
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mailto:admission@heritage.md
mailto:shabbir.anjum@heritage.md
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mailto:shabbir.anjum@heritage.md
mailto:livia.state@heritage.md
mailto:dorina.calinovscaia@heritage.md
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